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Appendix 4 Letters of Support    
 
Entities responsible for Core and Buffer areas: 

• Nova Scotia Environment * 
• Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources * 
• Nova Scotia Department of Economic and Rural Development * 
• Nature Conservancy of Canada 
• Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust 
• Henry Fuller 
• NewPage Port Hawkesbury 
• Parks Canada 
• Baddeck Village Commission  

First Nations: 
• Unama’ki Institute of Natural Resources  

Municipal Governments: 
• Municipality of the County of Richmond 
• Cape Breton Regional Municipality 
• Municipality of the County of Victoria 

Federal & Provincial Agencies: 
• Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
• Environment Canada 
• Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage 
• Destination Cape Breton 
• Strait-Highlands Regional Development Agency 

Government – Community Collaboration: 
• The Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative (CEPI) 

Community Groups: 
• Bras d’Or Stewardship Society 
• Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Association 
• Central Cape Breton Community Ventures 
• Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust 
• Wallace MacAskill Yacht Club 
• Celtic Colours Festival Society 
• Cape Breton Centre for Craft and Design 
• Silver Dart Centennial Association 
• Centre for Sustainable Communities - Atlantic Coastal Action Program – Cape Breton 

Industry: 
• NewPage Port Hawkesbury 

Academic: 
• Cape Breton University 
• Nova Scotia Community College – Strait Area Campus 

Individual: 
• Jim St. Clair 

 
* (see Section 5 – Endorsements) 
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February 25, 2010 
 
To Whom it May Concern,  
  
The Silver Dart Centennial Association is a not for profit volunteer organization which has been 
established to celebrate the legacy of the first manned powered flight in Canada, which 
occurred from the frozen Bras d’Or Lakes in 1909. A group of aviation pioneers were led by 
Alexander Graham Bell in a process of creativity and ingenuity, a process which would change 
our nation’s history forever.  
 
In the spirit of that innovation, today we would like to offer our support for the establishment of 
the Bras d'Or Lakes Biosphere Reserve.  We feel that designating the Bras d'Or Lakes as a 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve will help to foster the partnership which the original Silver Dart 
inventors held so dear and which they so clearly represented.  We realize that biosphere 
reserves are part of UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere program, thereby including human 
activity as part of the reality of conserving a selected area.   
  
The Silver Dart Centennial Association recognizes that the potential of the Bras d’Or Lakes lies 
in its waters, its surrounding lands, and in its people. We look forward to the opportunities that 
can come from this designation for the entire Bras d’or Lakes communities.  
 
  
Sincerely 
  

 
 
Shane MacFarlane 
Chair, Silver Dart Centennial Association  
 
 
 
 
Silver Dart Centennial Association   PO Box 2009   Baddeck N.S.  B0E 1B0  (902) 295-2009 
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