Appendix 4 Letters of Support

Entities responsible for Core and Buffer areas:
e Nova Scotia Environment *
Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources *
Nova Scotia Department of Economic and Rural Development *
Nature Conservancy of Canada
Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust
Henry Fuller
NewPage Port Hawkesbury
Parks Canada
e Baddeck Village Commission
First Nations:
e Unama’ki Institute of Natural Resources
Municipal Governments:
e Municipality of the County of Richmond
e Cape Breton Regional Municipality
e Municipality of the County of Victoria
Federal & Provincial Agencies:
e Department of Fisheries and Oceans
e Environment Canada
e Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage
Destination Cape Breton
e Strait-Highlands Regional Development Agency
Government — Community Collaboration:
e The Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative (CEPI)
Community Groups:
e Bras d’Or Stewardship Society
Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Association
Central Cape Breton Community Ventures
Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust
Wallace MacAskill Yacht Club
Celtic Colours Festival Society
Cape Breton Centre for Craft and Design
Silver Dart Centennial Association
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e Centre for Sustainable Communities - Atlantic Coastal Action Program — Cape Breton

Industry:

e NewPage Port Hawkesbury
Academic:

e Cape Breton University

e Nova Scotia Community College — Strait Area Campus
Individual:

e Jim St. Clair

* (see Section 5 — Endorsements)
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e
NATURE
CONSERVANCY

March 5, 2009

Jim Foulds Ph.D. CCEP (Biology)

Bras D'Or Lakes Biosphere Reserve Association
6025 Kempt Head Road

Southside Boularderie, N.S.

B1Y 2N8

RE: Bras D’'Or Lake World Biosphere submission
Dear Jim

The following letter is in response to our phone conversation in which you informed me of the
submission of the Bras D'Or Lakes as a candidate for the World UNESCO Biosphere designation. The
Nature Conservancy of Canada acknowledges that our Cape Breton properties referred to as the River
Denys properties will potentially fall within the boundaries of the core area included in the proposal for
the Bras D'Or Lake Biosphere Reserve.

We wish you the best of luck with your submission and look forward to the possibility of working with
the Bras D'Or Lakes Biosphere Reserve Association as partners in the future to protect ecologically
significant habitat and species in the Bras D'Or Lakes Biosphere Area should its designation be
approved.

Sincerely,

Komdne. Mo SO

Kendra MacDonald
Nova Scotia Conservation Representative

Bureau Atlantic Office 757 Autoroute Bedford Highway 49-55 av. Elizabeth Av. Batisse APM Building
924 rue Prospect St., Suite/bureau 2 Bedford, NS/NE B4A 327 Suite/bureau 208, PO.Box/C.P. 11 ATC/TCH Stratford, Bo;/ boite 2859
Fredericton, NB/N-B E3B 2T9 St. John's, NL/T-N ATA TW8 Charlottetown, PE/P-E C1A 8C4

Toll free/Sans frais 1-877-231-4400 ¢ Email/Couriel: atlantic@natureconservancy.ca
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Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust
P.O. Box 711
532 Chebucto Street
Baddeck NS BOE 1BO

Directors: Wayne Beaton
Grosvenor Blair
Brian Goyetche
John Langley
Aynsley MacFarlane
Dr Henry Muggah
Clair Rankin
John Stephens
Roland Thornhill

February 26, 2009
To whom it may concern:

The Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust, formerly know as the Bras d’Or Preservation Foundation,
holds the following Conservation Easements:

1) the “Beinn Bhreagh Easement” granted by the late Mabel H. Grosvenor covering
environmentally and historically important lands and buildings at Beinn Bhreagh, Baddeck,
Victoria County, Nova Scotia; and

2) the “Pony’s Point Easements™ granted by Diana Russell covering environmentally important
Jands at Maskell Harbour, Victoria County, Nova Scotia; and

3) the “Boulaceet Farms Easement” granted by Devereux Barker, Henry H. Anderson, Jr. and

Lawrence R. Glenn covering environmentally important lands at Maskell Harbour, Victoria
County, Nova Scotia.

The Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust acknowledges that the properties to which these Conservation
Easements relate have been designated as part of the core areas in the Nomination Submission from
Canada for the Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve.

We strongly support the inclusion of these easements as part of the proposed Bras d'Or Lake Biosphere

Reserve.

Grosvenor Blair,
Chairman
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Henry W. Fuller
PO Box 247
Baddeck, NS BOE 1B0

2009-03-21

RE: Bras d’Or Biosphere Reserve Initiative
Dear Sirs,

I am writing this letter to add my support to the current
campaign to have the Bras d’Or Lakes an its watershed
designated a Biosphere Reserve as per the committee’s
mandate.

I have no problem as owner of the 175 acre Birch Point Nature
Reserve at the entrance of the Washabuck River
to include this shore front property in the core area.

Sincerely,
lisns b il

Henry W. Fuller
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2 L
Uy, |
PO Box 8096 Eskasoni NS BIW IC2 O/ oteral e Jowrced  info@uinr.ca www.uinr.ca
April 14, 2008

Teresa MacNeil

Chair, Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R.R. #1, St Peter’s NS

BOE 3BO

Dear Teresa,

Thank you for giving UINR the opportunity to review the information you have provided to date
concerning the Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association’s proposed nomination to UNESCO for the
designation of the Bras d’Or Lakes as a World Biosphere Reserve.

We would like at this time to inform you that the Unama’ki Institute of Natural Resources is interested in
supporting the designating of the Bras d’Or Lakes as a Biosphere with some conditions. The Board has
reviewed the draft Cooperation Plan and have identified the following as areas for further discussion:

That participation with the BLBRA in pursuing this designation not be construed as consultation
especially where it may concern any new areas being proposed by the government to have expanded
legal protection. Any such effort should go through the consultation process;

That the Chief and Council of each band need to be approached individually on matters that concern
their respective reserve lands;

And that the Cooperation document also be reviewed to ensure more direct communication with UINR
for matters concerning the Mi’kmaq of Unama’ki.

We would like to applaud you for your passionate efforts to promote the sustainable use of the Lakes
for future generations and look forward to working with your organization more closely in the future as
you proceed with the necessary steps in achieving this designation.

Sincerely o

Chief Charlie Dennis

Director, UINR

Eskasoni * Membertou ¢ Potlotek *» Wagmatcook * We’kogma’q
Unama'ki Cape Breton First Nations
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Municipality of the County of Richmond

P.O. Box 120, Arichat, N.S., BOE 1A0
Phone : (902) 226-3971 Fax: (902) 226-1510
E-Mail: kdoyle@richmondcounty.ca

February 11, 2010

Dr. Teresa MacNeil, Chair

Bras D’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R.R. #1

St. Peter’s, Nova Scotia

BOE 3B0

Dear Dr. MacNeil:

The following resolution was unanimously adopted at the February 8, 2010 meeting of
Richmond Municipal Council:

“Moved by Deputy Warden MacNeil, seconded by Councillor Johnson that
Council accept the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole and give
approval to the biosphere designation of the Bras D’Or Lakes. Motion carried.”

Please contact us, if you require any further information.

Sincerely yours,
i’ a/,/' A )

— %ﬁe 2/ \- Lf:} >

Karen Doyle
MUNICIPAL CLERK
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CBRM .........

Cape Breton Regional Municipality

Office of Bernie White 320 Esplanade

" Sydney, Nova Scotia
Municipal Clerk B1P 7BY
Tel: 902-563-5020

Fax: 902-564-0481

email: bjwhite@cbrm.ns.ca

December 18, 2008

Mr. Jim Foulds

Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
532 Chebucto St.,

Baddeck, NS BOE 1B0

Re:  Bras d’Or Lake Designation as World Biosphere Reserve

Dear Mr. Foulds,

At the December 16th, 2008 meeting of the Cape Breton Regional Municipal Council, Council
unanimously endorsed a motion requesting correspondence be forwarded supporting the Bras
d’Or Lake designation as a World Biosphere Reserve.

Your presentation at CBRM Council in November provided information on the importance of
retaining this pristine area as a Biosphere Reserve.

Please accept this letter as endorsation from the Cape Breton Regional Municipality for your
efforts to have UNESCO declare this area as a World Biosphere Reserve.

On behalf of Mayor Morgan and Council, we wish you all the best, and hope that this will
provide assistance with the UNESCO selection process.

Yours truly,

Lo

Bernie White

Municipal Clerk
/de
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AUNICIPALITY OF THE C OUNTY OF VICTORIA

F \\N

Victoria
County

Naturally Connected

March 11, 2009

Dr. Teresa MacNeil, Chair

Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R. R. #1, St. Peter’s, N. S.

BOE 3B0

Dear Dr. MacNeil:
Re. Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Designation

Further to your presentation to Municipal Council, on the above captioned matter, I am
pleased to advise you that the Municipality of the County of Victoria has adopted a
motion giving its support to your application for nomination as a world biosphere reserve
under the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Program.

Council appreciated the time and effort that you and your group have devoted to this
project, and they particularly appreciated the extra effort you put into answering their
questions and concerns.

On behalf of the Municipality, ] wish you and your group, success in the next steps
towards the designation.

AW, udson
Chief Administrative Officer

AWH/hml

» Office of the CAO

Post Oifice Box 370
495 Chebucto Straet
Baddeck. Nova Scotia BOE 180

TELEPHONE (902) 295-3660
FACSIMILE (9D2) 295-3331

www, victoriacounty.com
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I* I Fisheries and Oceans Péches et Océans
Canada Canada

PO Box 1035
Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4T3

FEB 2 0 2009

Teresa MacNeil

15531 Route 4, Johnstown
R.R. #1,

St. Peter’s, Nova Scotia
BOE 3B0

Dear Ms. MacNeil:

Re: Letter of Support: Biosphere Reserve Association

Thank you for our Department’s invitation to attend your recent Biosphere Reserve
Association meeting in Baddeck on February 5, 2009. Mike Murphy relayed to me that
he found it both informative and insightful to the challenges of advancing the UNESCO
Man and the Biosphere Program for the important ecosystem of the Bras d’Or Lake.
Your group has obviously put a tremendous amount of time and energy into this
initiative and for that you must be commended.

As we have discussed, our Department has been heavily engaged in supporting the
development of an overall management plan for the Bras d’Or Lake and watershed
lands through the Bras d’Or Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative (CEPI).
The CEPI is a broad partnership of First Nation, federal, provincial, and municipal
governments, industry, NGOs, academia and community who are working together
toward this goal. The Bras d’Or remains our key Coastal Management Area in Nova
Scotia and this plan and its eventual implementation will serve to ensure that it remains
a healthy and productive ecosystem for its residents today and into the future.

As the goals of our work through CEPI and your organization are complimentary, we
would be pleased to offer our endorsement to your efforts. By doing so we acknowledge
the value in recognizing the Bras d’Or as a special area, as your organization is seeking
to formally establish. This endorsement does not however commit our Department to
any particular support for the Biosphere Reserve Association, but we will continue to
assist where possible and work to advance improved management of the Bras d’Or
Lake and watershed through the Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative.

i+a

Canada
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Ms. MacNeil

Once again, on behalf of our Department, we wish you every success in advancing the
Biosphere Reserve Designation for the Bras d’Or Lake.

Yours sincerely,

Maritimes Region

c.c. M. Murphy
J. Reid
D. Duggan
J. Naug
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.*l Environment  Environnement

Canada Canada

Teresa MacNeil
15531 Route 4, Johnstown
R.R. #1
St. Peter’s, Nova Scotia
BOE 3B0
March 30, 2009
Dear Ms. MacNeil:

Re: Letter of Support: Biosphere Reserve Association

Environment Canada has been and continues to be heavily engaged in
supporting the development of an overall management plan for the Bras d’Or
Lake and watershed lands through the Bras d’Or Collaborative Environmental
Planning Initiative. The Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative is a broad
partnership of First Nation, federal, provincial, and municipal governments,
industry, NGOs, academia and community who are working together toward this
goal. The Bras d'Or remains a key coastal area in Nova Scotia and this plan and
its eventual implementation will serve to ensure that it remains a healthy and
productive ecosystem for its residents today and into the future.

As the goals of the work through the Collaborative Environmental Planning
Initiative and your organization are complimentary, we would be pleased to offer
our endorsement to your efforts. By doing so we acknowledge the value in
recognizing the Bras d’Or as a special area, as your organization is seeking to
formally establish. This endorsement does not however commit Environment
Canada to any particular support for the Biosphere Reserve Association, but we
will continue to assist where possible and work to advance improved
management of the Bras d’Or Lake and watershed through the Collaborative
Environmental Planning Initiative.

Once again, on behalf of Environment Canada, we wish you every success in
advancing the Biosphere Reserve Designation for the Bras d’Or Lake.

Yours sincerely,

ackie Olsen, i

Acting Regional Director General
Environment Canada — Atlantic

Cc: Guy Rochon
Daniel Lebel

i+l

Canada S
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l * Parks Parcs
Canada Canada
259 Park Service Road

Louisbourg, Nova Scotia
B1C 2L2

January 12, 2009

Teresa MacNeil

Chair, Bras D'or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
532 Chebucto Street, Post Office Box 711

Baddeck, Nova Scotia

BOE 1B0

Dear Teresa:

I would like to confirm Parks Canada - Cape Breton Field Unit - support for the Bras d'or
Lakes Biosphere Reserve proposal. The success of the Bras D'or Lake Biosphere Reserve
Association in achieving consensus among the many stakeholders, government agencies
and First Nations is quite remarkable.

It would be very much appreciated if the Parks Canada lands at both Alexander Bell
National Historic Site of Canada and St. Peter's Canal National Historic Site of Canada
are designated as Buffer Lands within the proposed biosphere reserve.

Parks Canada has a long and beneficial relationship with many Biosphere Reserves
within Canada. We will be pleased to be an active participant in the Bras D'or Lakes.

Please accept my best wishes for a successful nomination.

Sincerely,

Field Unit Superintendent
Parks Canada, Cape Breton

Canada )
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y je 74 Q"; Box 63, Baddeck, Nova Scotia « BOE 1B0
[I/é/(//ﬂ 0/ eﬁﬂdﬂ/ﬂﬂé Tel: (902) 295-3666 » Fax: (902) 295-1729

Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
Attn: Jim Foulds

6025 Kempt Head Rd.

Southside Boularderie NS

B1Y 2N8

Dear Mr. Foulds:
Thank you for your correspondence of February 9, 2009.

The Village of Baddeck understands that the Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
would like to include Kidston Island as one area designated as a buffer zone in the Associations’s
nomination of the Bras d’Or Lakes and its watershed as a United Nations Biosphere Reserve.

From our conversations, we understand that you are satisfied that what currently happens on the
island maintains the natural environment while still being used by people. You have stated that
the Village’s agreement to have Kidston Island identified as a buffer zone does not have any
effect on what the Village does or does not do on the island but is a recognition of the present use
of the island.

In light of the above the Village of Baddeck hereby acknowledges that the Village agrees to have

Kidston Island recognized as a buffer zone in your nomination of the Bras d’'or Lakes and its
watershed as a United Nations Biosphere Reserve.

Yours very truly
Village of Baddeck,

%z)an

Per: Edward Keeling: Chai

“ e é’ﬂ(;//f/'rmzlhey and End ()/T "the Cabol Feard”
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>
World Trade and
NOVA S&TIA Convention Centre
1800 Argyle Street
B 2 PO Box 456 902 424-4869
Tourism, Culture and Heritage Halfax, Nova Scofia 902 424.4872 ¢
Office of the Deputy Minister Canada B3J 2R5 WWw.gov.ns.ca

Ms. Teresa MacNeil, Chair

Bras d'Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R.R. #1 St. Peter's NS BOE 3B0

Dear Ms. MacNeil:

Thank you for sending a copy of the March 4, 2008 draft nomination document for the proposed
UNESCO Bras d'Or Lake Biosphere for our review and comment.

| would like to acknowledge the dedication and hard work of the volunteers as this nomination
document presents a major accomplishment given the numerous interested parties involved with
the Bras d'Or Lake.

From a tourism perspective, we feel Section 14.2 fairly represents the tourism activity for the area.
If the Lake receives UNESCO Biosphere designation, we recommend incorporating interpretation
of the designation and its significance into existing attractions such as the Bras d'Or Lake
Interpretive Centre.

We believe visitors are interested in learning about our sustainable practices and the values we put
on our special places. Partners like Destination Cape Breton can help communicate this
messaging as part of their promotion and marketing activities for Cape Breton Island.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the nomination document and all the best towards
a successful nomination. If you have any questions, please contact Darlene MacDonald, Acting
Director, Development and Planning at (902) 424-4021 or macdarm@gov.ns.ca to discuss further.

Yours truly,

Hlinar

Kelliann Dean
Deputy Minister

CC: Darlene MacDonald, Acting Director, Developing and Planning
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Destination Cape Breton Association
' P.O. Box 1448
CAPE BRETQN Sydney, N.S.

[SIAND = BIP6R7
NOVA SCOTIA Telephone: (902) 563-4636

www.cbisland.com Fax: (902) 564-5422

February 18, 2009

Ms. Theresa MacNeil

Bras d’Or Lakes Biosphere Preserve
15531 Highway 4

RR#1

St Peters, Nova Scotia

BOE 3B0O

Re: Nomination to UNESCO for Bras d’Or Lakes Biosphere Reserve

Dear Ms. MacNeil:

Destination Cape Breton Association would like to offer its support to your efforts
with regard to the Bras d'Or Lakes Biosphere Reserve.

As you may be aware a committee of operators and stakeholders in the Nova
Scotia tourism industry have created the Nova Scotia Strategy for Sustainable
Coastal Tourism Development as a foundation for a long-term sustainable future
for tourism; one that is well mapped out and offers opportunity for real growth.

The committee, including Nova Scotia Tourism Culture and Heritage, the
Tourism Association of Nova Scotia (TIANS), the Nova Scotia Tourism
Partnership Council, Destination Cape Breton Association, and other Regional
Tourism Industry Associations has adopted the definition of sustainable tourism
from Canada’s Code of Ethics and Guidelines for Sustainable Tourism (March
2005) for the purpose of the strategy:

“Sustainable Tourism actively fosters appreciation and stewadship of the
natural, cultural and historic resources and special places by local

To enhance the quality of life on Cape Breton Island by maximizing Tourism by contributing to the economic
development of the region while preserving our distinctive culture, heritage, and environment.
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residents, the tourism industry, government and visitors. It is fourism
which is viable over the long term because it results in a net benefit for the
social, economic, natural and cultural environments of the area in which it
takes place.”

We applaud your work on this project.

Yours truly,

7 o i
Ko ac bl

Sandra MacDonald, GM
Destination Cape Breton Association
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Inverness County ¢ Port Hawkesbury ¢ Richmond County

*
trait - Highlands

Mar 7, 2008

Theresa MacNeil

Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

RR 1, St. Peter’s NS BOE 3BO

Dear Theresa,

Thank you for your correspondence dated February 14 regarding Bras d'Or
Lakes Biosphere Reserve Associations’ (BLBRA) invitation for the Strait-Highlands
Regional Development Agency (s-HRDA) to provide input on the draft
Cooperation Plan sent and to become a participating member of the
Cooperation Plan.

Karen and | have read over the Cooperation Plan and feel the Plan is well
articulated with comprehensive goals and priority initiatives. We think you and
the committee has done a fine job and we have nothing to add to the document.

As you know Theresa, the Strait-Highlands RDA is most supportive of the efforts
of the BLBRA to achieve World Biosphere Reserve designation for the Bras d’Or
Lake. Over the last few years the S-HRDA has been able to assist the BLBRA in
some specific tasked as requested: 1) mapping out an outline of a
communication strategy, 2) providing content for Section 14 of the Application
(addressing economic sustainability) and 3) channeling funding for your
brochure, etc.

In respect to the S-HRDA becoming participating member on the governance
structure, we must inform you that the S-HRDA is not in the position to make
that commitment due solely to the time commitment of development officers.
Please be assured if the BLBRA asked the S-HRDA to provide some assistance on
a particular job or initiative, the S-HRDA will do our best to accommodate. Also,
if applicable, the S-HRDA would consider becoming a member of the
organization for the purposes of communication and support.

Sincerely,

Bl

Blaine A. Gillis
Chief Executive Officer

32 Paint Street, Unit 5, Port Hawkesbury, NS, B9A 3J8
TEL: 902-625-3929  FAX: 902-625-1559
TOLL FREE: 1-800-546-3390
Email: veronica.macdonald@strait-highlands.ns.ca
Web Site: www.strait-highlands.ns.ca
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CAPE RRETON
UNIVERSITY

Office of the Vice-President (Academic & Research)
Phone: (902) 563-1980 Fax: (902) 562-0273
E-mail: tony_secco@cbu.ca

December 14, 2006

Dr. Teresa MacNeil, Chair

Bras d’Or Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4

Johnstown, NS

BOE 3B0

Dear Dr. MacNeil:

Re: University support for the Bras d’Or Man and the Biosophere Reserve

As a follow up to your memo of 6 October, Dr. Bruce Hatcher and I met recently with President John
Harker at Cape Breton University to discuss the role that the University might play in advancing the
nomination of the Bras d'Or Lakes as a UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Reserve.

We recognize the relevance and value of the initiative, and are supportive of both the concept and the
process. Our feeling is that the initiative must be obviously and demonstrably based in the greater
community of the Bras d’Or. It can not be or be seen to be owned or led by the University as the
University is not an advocacy organization, but rather a provider of a diversity of educational and
informational services to the community.

The University has expertise and information that may advance the application, and wishes to make
these available as personal inclination, time and budget allow. Similarly, the University has facilities that
may be used to facilitate the process, and is willing to make these available as other commitments allow.

As Director of the Bras d’Or Institute and the University Chair in Marine Ecosystem Research, Dr. Hatcher
is designated as the institution’s person of contact for the Association. His continuing involvement and
contribution to the nomination process is endorsed by both the President and me, and he is empowered
to provide assistance through the Bras d'Or Institute at his discretion. The budget of the Bras dOr
Institute is modest, but of course, there are ways that it can assist with in-kind contributions, and you
can count on Dr. Hatcher to secure and allocate these to the best of his ability.

2

FY
P. O, Box 5300, 1250 Grand Lake Road, Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada BI1P 61.2

WWWLCA] sebretonu.ca
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Dr. Teresa MacNeil, Chair
December 14, 2006
Page 2

I hope that this endorsement is satisfactory to you and the Board of Directors. Please feel free to contact
me at your convenience so that we can discuss a work plan.

Sincerely,

Awwma Sccoﬁ-"

Anthony Secco, Ph.D.
Vice-President (Academic & Research) and
Professor of Chemistry

Copy: Dr. John Harker, President,

Dr. Bruce Hatcher, Director of the Bras d’Or Institute & University Chair in Marine Ecosystem
Research
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nscc

Strait Area Campus

UNESCO Submission document

Z‘/‘
. S

T

P

226 Reeves Street
Port Hawkesbury, NS B9A 2A2 fax: (902) 625-0193

Dr. Teresa MacNeil

Chair

Bras D'Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R.R. #1, St. Peter's BOE 3B0

Feb. 28, 2009

Dear Dr. MacNeil,

The Bras D’Or Lake is a treasure in the heart of Cape Breton Island. The Nova Scotia
Community College is taking a leadership role in the province in regards to environmental
sustainability. We recognize the responsibility that we all have to protect our environment in a
responsible and sustainable manner.

Our campus has reviewed your application for nomination of the Bras D’Or Lake and its
watershed as a world biosphere reserve under the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Program.
We are pleased to support the objectives of conservation and heritage protection of the lake and
its watershed and the sustainable development of the resources and communities it
encompasses.

On behalf of the Strait Area Campus of the Nova Scotia Community Coliege, | am pleased to
confirm our endorsement of the application document for the proposed Bras D'Or Lake
Biosphere Reserve.

Sinc

om Gunn
rincipal

tel: (902) 625-2380

www.nscc.ca
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_] NewPage’

Feb 9, 2009

Teresa MacNeil

Chair

Bras D’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R.R. #1, St. Peter's BOE 3B0

Dear Ms. MacNeil,

| have recently reviewed the draft application for nomination of the Bras D’Or Lake and its
watershed as a world biosphere reserve under the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Program.
We are very pleased to have been part of this initiative and support its objective of
enhancement of conservation and heritage protection of the lake and its watershed and the
sustainable development of the resources and communities it encompasses.

On behalf of NewPage Port Hawkesbury Corp, | am pleased to hereby confirm our endorsement
of the application document for the proposed Bras D’'Or Lake Biosphere Reserve.

Russ Waycott ;M—
VP Woodlands

NewPage Corporation
P.O. Box 9500, Port Hawkesbury NS B9A 1A1 t: 902 625 2460 f: 902 625 2388
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j NewPage’

February 9, 2009

Jim Foulds, Ph.D. CCEP (Biology)

Bras D’Or Lakes Biosphere Reserve Association
6025 Kempt Head Road

Southside Boularderie, N.S.

B1Y 2N8

Dear Jim:

As we have discussed in the past, NewPage Port Hawkesbury is pleased to have its
lands considered buffer areas as part of the Bras D'Or Lakes Biosphere reserve
application. We have been aware of and involved with the project for some time now,
and we feel it will be a positive contribution to the culture, economy and environment
of Eastern Nova Scotia in general, and the Bras D’Or Lakes watershed in particular.

Again, good luck, and thank you for the opportunity to participate.

Sincerely,

Kari Easthouse
Manager, Forest Resources

NewPage Corporation
Port Hawkesbury Mill, P.O. Box 9500, 120 Pulp Mill Road, Port Hawkesbury Nova Scocia B9A 1A1 T 902 625 2460 I 902 625 2388
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E/@f She
Dr. Teresa MacNeil éféﬂ
B

d’Or Lakes

Bras d'Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association -1, 4tive Environmental Planning Initiative

15531 Route 4, Johnstown PO Box 8096 Eskasoni NS BIW [C2
P 902 379 2163 F 902 379 2250
NS  BOE3B0 : February 24, 2009@brasdorcepi.ca

Dear Ms. MacNeil:

I am pleased to acknowledge your letter’s request (January 30, 2009) to the Steering
Committee of the Bras d'Or Lakes Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative
[CEPI] for endorsement of the nomination document for the designation of the Bras
d’Or Lakes and its watershed as a UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Reserve.

The Bras d’Or Lakes watershed designation as a UNESCO Man and the Biosphere
Reserve is in keeping with the vision and objectives of the Bras d’Or Lakes
Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative. (Ref. Bras d’Or Charter attached).

The Bras d’Or Lakes CEPI Steering Committee has agreed, upon your successful
achievement of the designation, to invite a representative from the Bras d’Or Lake
Biosphere Reserve Association as a sitting member of the Steering Committee. We
look forward to this as an opportunity to collaborate with your association in
working toward our common and/or complementary goals.

We commend the Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association for their
persistence and hard work toward obtaining this recognition for the Bras d'Or Lakes
watershed. We agree that the watershed is a unique treasure which we must strive
to maintain not only as a healthy ecosystem but also a sustainable human
community for generations to come.

ince

Charlie Dennis, Chair
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Bras d’Orliakes

Pl

Collabegative Environmental
Plafining Fridtiative

VISION PURPOSE
To lead a unique collaboration To develop an overall management
of partners that incorporate both plan for the Bras d’Or Lakes
traditional Mi’kmaq and Woatershed ecosystem
western perspectives and to facilitate its implementation by
in order to foster a healthy and governments and other relevant
productive Bras d’Or Lakes stakeholders
Watershed ecosystem

OBJECTIVES

By signing this Bras d"Or Charter, we commit to to pursue the vision, purpose and objectives outlined for the Bras d" Or l..aloes Watershed
by the Collaborative Environmental Plannlng Tocative. (CEPI) Signed on 23 November 2005 at Eskasoni, Cape Breton, Nova Sc
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The Bras d’Or Stewardship Society

P.O. Box 158
Baddeck, Nova Scotia BOE 1B0

Z, )
“Wardship 509

February 16, 2009

Dr. Teresa MacNeil, Chair

Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R. R #1

St. Peters, NS

BOE 3B0

Dear Dr. MacNeil:

RE: Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Application

L am pleased to have recently received and reviewed the virtually completed application
document requesting designation of the Bras d’Or Lake under the UNESCO Man and the
Biosphere Program. We are pleased to have endorsed this initiative since its earliest concept and
provided written and tangible support throughout.

The Bras d’Or Stewardship Society was incorporated as a not-for-profit organization
under the Nova Scotia Societies Act in August 1997. We have worked alone and in collaboration
with other organizations such as Municipal Government councils, Aboriginal communities, and
private corporations to improve the environmental health and prospects for the future
sustainability of the Lake and its environs. Real improvements have been made in the reduction
of contaminants and impurities discharged into the Lake. Stronger controls are now in place to
monitor and manage materials discharged from pleasure craft and commercial vessels traveling
the Lake.

In addition and equally important have been measures taken by the municipal
governments of the four counties whose lands border the Lake. For example, the Inverness
County took steps to eliminate risks from landfill sites near the Lake and also to improve control
of municipal waste water discharge into Whycocomagh Bay. Victoria County installed a new
and modern sewage treatment plant at Baddeck. Cape Breton Regional Municipality had initiated
early phases of improved land use development practices for properties adjacent to the Lake.
And Richmond County has installed newly upgraded sewage treatment facilities and a water

“Cur-Goal is to Lrotect, Gonserve and Restore the Byras &' Or_fohes”
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supply system in and near St. Peters. The foregoing are merely a few examples of the
constructive steps taken over the past decade and a half, many of which you will already be
aware. Most satisfying is the attitudinal change and vastly increased sense of awareness as to the
importance of the Bras d’Or Lake and commitment to its sustainability in future years.

Therefore, T am pleased to reconfirm the endorsement by the Bras d’Or Stewardship
Society of the application document for the proposed Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve. We are
convinced such a designation will serve to sanctify the hard work and tangible measures already
taken by our citizens to ensure a healthy and sustainable future for a great Canadian resource.

Youps very truly,””

¢ /,\ /T

/S ) ) A
=

B /1. (Pat) Bates

Chairman

!
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Stewards of the River Denys
Watershed Association

19 Anderson Avenue, Sydney, N. S.
B1R 2B5 Phone & Fax: 902.562.6552

Feb 17,2009

Teresa MacNeil

Chair

Bras d’or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R.R. #1 , St Peter’s BOE 3BO

Dear Ms. MacNeil,

I have reviewed the draft application for nomination of the Bras d’or Lake and its
watershed as a world biosphere reserve under the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere
Program. As Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Association(SRDWA), we are
concerned with restoring, maintaining, and protecting the aquatic environment of the
Denys Basin watershed. We are in agreement that the proposed biosphere reserve will be
able to fulfill the three functions of conservation, development and logistic support for
the Bras d’or lake.

On behalf of the Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Association(SRDWA), I am

pleased to confirm our endorsement of the application document for the proposed Bras
d’or Lake Biosphere Reserve.

Rabe¥ . Lotz

Robert Livingstone
President of SRDWA
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Central Cape Breton Community Ventures Inc.
2583 St. Columba Road
lona, Nova Scotia
B2C 1A8

February 12, 2009

Ms. Teresa MacNeil, Chair

Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association
15531 Route 4, Johnstown

R.R. #1, St. Peter’s

BOE 3B0

Dear Ms. MacNeil:

Our community-based, not-for-profit company has been enthusiastically following the
progress of the Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve application for several years now, and
so it is with great pleasure that we write you this letter.

It is without reservation then, that on behalf of Central Cape Breton Community Ventures
Inc. I am pleased to formally confirm and endorse your Association’s application for the
Bras d’ Or Lake Biosphere Reserve. We realize that the application process has been
long and excating but also enlightening, educational and enjoyable.

The executive, Board and membership of our Company wishes you every success in this

outstanding endeavor.

Yours truly,
Lovw Mecina MY

Ann Marie MacNeil
Secretary, On behalf of Central Cape Breton Community Ventures Inc.
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November 29, 2007
Dr. Teresa MacNeil
Chair, Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere

Reserve Association Wallace \MacAskiH Yacht Club

Lions Marina ' St. Peter's, Cape Breton
15531 Route #4, Johnstown

St. Peter’s, Nova Scotia BOE 3B0

Dear Teresa:

On behalf of the Wallace MacAskill Yacht Club, I am pleased to submit this letter of
support for your association’s initiative to have the Bras d’Or Lake nominated as a
UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve.

Our club enjoys great benefits due to our location on the Bras d’Or Lake. We appreciate
the natural beauty and generally clean and healthy state of the lake and its watershed area
and support all efforts to help conserve what we have for present and future generations.
We concur that obtaining UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve status would be a
significant step toward raising greater public awareness of the lake, promote its many
benefits and remind us of the kind of behaviour and development that could threaten this

important natural asset.

As a recreational organization focused on boating, our club and its members plan and run
programs which we intend to reinforce safe and responsible behaviour on the water, and
to help open the opportunities of recreation and sportsmanship on the water to youth and
the general public. Due to our strategic location near the canal and ocean entry to the
lake, our club members meet many visiting boaters when they arrive in the lake from
ports around the globe, and the effect of these experiences helps keep our members from
taking all this for granted, and reminds us of the value of the natural asset we have here,

right in our own backyards.
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Programs of our club which aim to encourage safe and responsible boating include:

- a sailing school that offers nationally accredited sailing instruction programs (CYA
approved courses and certified instructors) for young people and the general public. Our
school also operates, and has been publicly recognized for, its innovative sailing
instruction programs for people with disabilities. To this end we offer individualized
instruction based on personal needs of disabled youth and adults, using our Access

dinghies which are specialized for this purpose.

- our club hosts and operates 3 annual weekend sailing regattas which each combine one
or two days of sailboat racing with social events. These events showcase our area for
visiting sailors, and others who come to participate or watch, and enable us to share our

love of the sport and our pride in our area

- we also have staged, for the past two years, an illuminated parade of boats which has
become a very popular event attracting participants and observers to the lake shore at St.

Peter’s for a great evening of entertainment

These activities are focused on creating opportunities for healthy and safe enjoyment of
the lake, and at the same time these events help to create and sustain public awareness
and appreciation for what is special about our location, and we believe this helps
underline, for all our members, the importance of ongoing stewardship of the Bras d’Or

Lake so that it can be enjoyed and appreciated for generations to come.

If our club can be of further assistance to your Association as you work towards your

goals, please do not hesitate to call on us again.

Sincerely,

GHE—~

Vice Commodore
PO Box 2000, D’Escousse, NS BOE 1K0
gsilver@edg.ns.ca
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850 Grand Lake Road, Suite #8 P: 902 562 6700 info@celtic-colours.com

Sydney, Nova Scotia F: 902 539 9388 www.celtic-colours.com
Canada B1P 5T9

Incernacional fesctival

February 5, 2010

Teresa MacNeil, Chair,

Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association,
15531 Route 4,

Johnstown, NS

BOE 3B0

Dear Dr. MacNeil,

The Celtic Colours Festival Society would like to express our support for the
proposal to designate the Bras d'Or Lake and its watershed as a UNESCO Man and
the Biosphere Reserve. We appreciate that the Biosphere Reserve will be a place
that promotes sustainable futures through a healthy environment, a healthy society,
a healthy culture and a healthy economy. We share those goals.

The annual Celtic Colours International Festival is an example of how a living
culture and its celebration can be an integral part of a society’s social, cultural and
economic sustainability. The festival, now in its 14" year, brings thousands of
tourists to Cape Breton Island and generates over 5 million dollars into the local
economy each year.

We applaud your organization for bringing this forward and wish you all the best
for a successful nomination.

Sincerely,

Wdfqgﬂaz’%

Dr. Jacquelyn Thayer Scott, O.C., LL.D.(Hons.), Dipl.(Hons.)
Chair, Celtic Colours Festival Society

EASTCOASTZ Ly
MU § ABTIAC National Awards
2l (9 for Tourism Excellence

2004-2007 ' 2007 Event of the Year
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FLIGHT

2 IN Com

CANADA

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
1909-2009

February 25, 2010
To Whom it May Concern,

The Silver Dart Centennial Association is a not for profit volunteer organization which has been
established to celebrate the legacy of the first manned powered flight in Canada, which
occurred from the frozen Bras d’Or Lakes in 1909. A group of aviation pioneers were led by
Alexander Graham Bell in a process of creativity and ingenuity, a process which would change
our nation’s history forever.

In the spirit of that innovation, today we would like to offer our support for the establishment of
the Bras d'Or Lakes Biosphere Reserve. We feel that designating the Bras d'Or Lakes as a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve will help to foster the partnership which the original Silver Dart
inventors held so dear and which they so clearly represented. We realize that biosphere
reserves are part of UNESCQO's Man and the Biosphere program, thereby including human
activity as part of the reality of conserving a selected area.

The Silver Dart Centennial Association recognizes that the potential of the Bras d’Or Lakes lies
in its waters, its surrounding lands, and in its people. We look forward to the opportunities that
can come from this designation for the entire Bras d’or Lakes communities.

Sincerely

% s o4&

Shane MacFarlane
Chair, Silver Dart Centennial Association

Silver Dart Centennial Association PO Box 2009 Baddeck N.S. BOE 1B0 (902) 295-2009
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CENTRE rFor SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

February 20, 2010
To Whom it May Concern,

ACAP Cape Breton would like to offer support for the establishment of the Bras d’Or
Lakes Biosphere Reserve. We feel that designating the Bras d’'Or Lakes as a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve will help to foster co-operation in environmental stewardship
and sustainable approaches to ensuring the health of the Lakes and surrounding
watershed.

ACAP Cape Breton is a multi faceted, not for profit organization, with a strong
community vision of: "A clean and healthy environment, a prosperous economy and
population that is educated and empowered to make responsible choices for a
sustainable future." Established in 1992, ACAP’s original mission was to develop a
comprehensive ecosystem management plan for the watershed area of industrial
Cape Breton. Qur organization has grown into a dynamic group that integrates
environmental, social and economic factors into projects focusing on action,
education and ecosystem planning. We feel our mission is certainly in sync with the
intent of the proposed Biosphere Reserve.

It is our understanding that biosphere reserves are part of UNESCO's Man and the
Biosphere program, and therefore includes human activity as part of the reality of
conserving a selected area. We are especially interested in learning from the
UNESCO global network known for promoting exchange of information, experience
and personnel.

ACAP Cape Breton looks forward to the opportunities that can come from this
designation and enthusiastically support the fact that the Bras d’Or Lakes and its
watershed be nominated for UNESCO Biosphere Reserve status.

Sincerely,

Eleanor Aﬁ%%\—/

Executive Director

ACAP Cape Breton 582 George Street PO Box 28, Sydney, NS B1P 6G9
902-567-1628 eleanor@acapch.ns.ca
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